
The purpose of this guide is to help you facilitate your group gathering how it best fits your 
group.  There will be more material than any group can get through, which is good since the goal 
is to give you options to lead a successful gathering.  Pick the questions that best work for your 
group or feel free to add your own questions.  The purpose is not to get through the material but 
to facilitate meaningful discussion. 

Each week, we hope your group incorporates three elments:  
   Relationship building, Scripture/discussion and Prayer.

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE:

March, 25 2018
Message by Jason Whalen

Leaders! 
This is our final sermon based small group handout for winter series. We will start 
up groups again April 22nd and we will be doing ALPHA groups! Which I am so 
very excited about. Alpha is designed to create space to ask the BIG life questions. 
Faith. Life. Meaning and purpose. If you want a preview, check it out here:
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WXr0vcT45w
Please set aside Sunday, APRIL 22ND RIGHT AFTER CHURCH for a training!

PA S S I O N

LEADER GUIDE

Leader Overview:

Mark 15:15-31 

(Final sermon-based handout for the winter series)



DISCUSS:
Have you ever been in a painful or difficult crisis situation that you could not escape, 
avoid or go around but instead have to simply go through? What was it? What were 
you feeling and thinking during that time(s)? 
Was there anything in the service today that struck you or stood out to you?

READ:  Mark 15:15-31 - The Crucifixion of Jesus     

ASK: 
 • Put yourself in the shoes of those who followed Jesus. What are you feeling while 
Jesus is being tortured? 
 • As Jesus is flogged, Robed, spat upon, crouched and mocked, what is it that Jesus 
must have been feeling? 
• What would have happened if Jesus went about the cross in another way? What if 
he decided to stop? 
• What must the father have been feeling as Jesus is going through the crucifixion? 
 

INTRODUCTION:
This is Holy Week. We prepare our hearts for Good Friday and look forward to 
Easter. As Christians, as Americans and as humans we want to get to the good news 
and skip the hard stuff. The week is a week to not ignore the reality of life, that the 
cross came before the resurrection. Lets help one another to think and feel the reali-
ties of what it meant and still means that Jesus went to the cross.

CLOSING & PRAYER: 
This is a time simply to “sit in it” as a group. To be present in the pain, confusion 
and anger. Many in your group, maybe most of you, have places in life that are 
simply hard, sad, painful, and we wonder how God can do NOTHING. Why he 
doesn’t intervene. We sit and wait and pray and cry out. But there is silence. Sit in it. 
Confess it to the father. See Jesus with you, be there as a Group. 


