
The purpose of this guide is to help you facilitate your group gathering how it best fits your group.  
There will be more material than any group can get through, which is good since the goal is to give you 
options to lead a successful gathering.  Pick the questions that best work for your group or feel free to 
add your own questions.  The purpose is not to get through the material but to facilitate meaningful 
discussion. 

Each week, we hope your group incorporates three elments:  
   Relationship building, Scripture/discussion and Prayer.

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE:

September 16, 2018
Message by Jason Whalen

This is our first week of a new semester.  Get to know one another.  If you have new people in your 
groups, make sure they feel welcomed. Get to know them and make it as easy as possible for them to 
get to know you.  NAME TAGS HELP.  THE main purpose of the gathering is to know God and 
know one another better.   People grow (transform) in the context of relationships.  With this week 
being week 1, spend as much time as you need, getting to know one another.

ON YOUR RADAR:

 * Tell your story. (Take 2-3 minutes if you want the entire group to share or take a longer time if you 
want to focus on one or two people.)
 * Briefly share your stories and share why you are excited about being in a small group.
 * One option to get to know your group and build connection is to ask one person each week to share 
their story in 15 minutes or less.  Give people a heads up before asking them though.  You can set the 
tone by sharing your story of faith.
 * Life updates. How was your summer?
 * If you want to have some fun, have people share an intersting fact about their lives.  (hobbies, unique 
experiences, and what they will be getting ready for this spring/summer, etc.)
 * M&M game.  Everyone take an M&M or Skittles. Answer a question according to the color:
  - Brown: What is your favorite band or type of music?
  - Green: Where did you grow up and what was it like?
  - Orange: What do you like to do in your free time?
  - Blue: What do you do for work?
  - Yellow: Describe yourself in Junior High.
  - Red: Describe your ideal meal.
 * If you are in a couples group, share how you met OR SHARE a funny wedding story.

RELATIONSHIP BUILDING OPTIONS:

 Trace the Movement
LEADER GUIDE

a study in ACTS



DISCUSS:

TAKING IT HOME. ACT ON IT

PRAY

CLOSING

Who went to church this week and what was your experience like?
READ: Acts 1:1-5 
ASK: What strikes you or sticks out to you about this short passage?

This time is EXTREMELY important. Make sure you have time to really hear one another, 
lift one another up, and follow up the next week concerning your prayers (you can follow up 
throughout the week as well).  

INTRODUCTION:

OPENING QUESTIONS: 

This week we we begin a journey together. We will begin discussing the movement of the 
Church, centered around all that Jesus did and taught. Wear are in groups, which is appropriate, 
as we study the book of Acts. Acts continues the story of Jesus’ followers as found in Luke. Luke 
and Acts share the same author, Theophilus. The death, burial and resurrection changed the tra-
jectory of the world as we know it. 
As we read the story, we want to not only study for knowledge but for real transformation 
through application. As we learn this story we will see how the early church was in a state of 
disequilibration - their foundations were continually rocked. As we find ourselves in the story 
God is writing, right here on the central coast, we must be open to where God is leading even 
though our world is always changing.

Leaders - Take notes at this point so you can follow up next week regarding people’s action items.  
It’s a great way to see how God provides and grows people as we obey Jesus.

In what ways did the disciples have their vision reset and their expectations adjusted while they 
were with Jesus in this waiting period?

ASK: Have you ever been in a season where your understanding of faith and your views of God 
were reformed?  Talk about that. 
ASK:  As we take this journey together, as a group, what are you hoping God might do in your 
life?

•This past week was 9/11.  Do you remember where you were during that day?  What happened?
•How has our world changed since that moment?
•Was there a time in your life, a moment or season, that changed your world forever?


