
November 12, 2017
LISTEN

Message by Jason Whalen

IT’S THE LAST WEEK of our formal group guides!

RELATIONSHIP BUILDING OPTIONS:

Catch up with the group.  Talk about Holiday plans.  Plan something together. 
Game - Like and dislikes
Get a piece of paper for each person and have everyone write down their 5 likes and 5 dislikes on the 
paper anonymously.  Keep this quiet and don’t share. Have everyone pass their paper to the leader.  The 
leader then reads the answers on the paper and the group tries to guess who the list belongs. to.

DEVOTED
Mark  9:14-29

LEADER GUIDE: WEEK 10

Remember, if you do take a break from your group meetings, plan something over the next two months 
with your group. A great option is to find a way to serve over the holidays. 
A couple options to serve:
1. Help GBC set up for the Christmas/winter decor and various outreaches by signing up in the lobby at 
GBC over the next two Sundays.
2. Project Angel Tree. In the month of December, you can take a paper Angel in the church lobby, 
which represents a child whose father is incarcerated. Take the Angel and purchase a gift for a child this 
Christmas.
3. Salvation Army. Sign up to ring the bell for the Salvation Army as a group. Signups in the lobby 
beginning November 19th. 

ASK:  Would you say you are a good listener?  Why or Why not?  
We will read Mark 9:14-29 tonight.  This is a tricky passage about the nature of faith and doubt, 
the authority of Jesus, the disciples and the religious leader’s inability to understand the situa-
tion at hand, etc.  In all, it’s a complicated passage with a lot of good discussion possibilities.  I 
believe this is part of the point of why the passage exists here in Mark’s Gospel, that faith and 
doubt and our expectations about how Jesus’ works are complex... but that what God wants from 
us is an honest faith, as simple and small as it may be.
Our hope this final week is that you CAN and will have some deeper conversation tonight.  
Take a risk and share about your doubts and frustrations. God can handle it and you will see 
that your group will be growing in their ability to be real together, which is when God often 
does His best work.



READ:  Mark 9:14-29
OPENING DISCUSSION:  
What struck you about the passage we just read?  What was interesting, confusing or 
surprising?
ASK:  
Even faithful Christians struggle with doubt.
The father responds to Jesus with a very honest confession, “I believe! Help my unbelief !”  
Can you put yourself in the shoes of the father?  What do you believe he was feeling as he 
brought his boy before Jesus?

 • Have you ever prayed that type of prayer?  What was it about?

PRAY
Take time and rejoice and pray and do what you need to do to end this sermon series well!

OPENING DISCUSSION
OPEN IN PRAYER: Ask thE holy spiRit to hElp you listEn wEll to him DuRing youR timE.

ASK: 
How honest do you feel you can be before Jesus?  
Are there any areas in your life where God  hasn’t met your expectations and you are angry or 
sad about them?
ASK: 
The Christian community is a place where we can and must be real with one another.  Do you 
believe this is a place where you can REALLY be yourself and share the tough stuff of life?  
Why or why not?

(This obviously is a dangerous question if you want to keep the group as status quo, maybe as a 
leader you need to set the tone and share.)


